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XV.—Contributions to the Ornithology of Siberia. 
By Henry SEEBOHM. 


[Continued from ‘ The Ibis,’ 1879, p. 168, and concluded. ] 


Sınce my return from Siberia I have received five small col- 
lections of birds from Mr. Kibort, a Polish exile whose ac- 
quaintance I made at Kras-no-yarsk’. Amongst these are skins 
of some species which I did not mcet with in the valley of 
the Yen-e-say’. Most of my collecting was done north of the 
Arctic circle. Mr. Kibort’s skins were all obtained in the 
immediate neighbourhood of Kras-no-yarsk’, and illustrate the 
ornithology of the valley of the Yen-c-say’ ten degrees further 
south of the district where most of my observations were made. 
I am also indebted to Mr. Meves, of Stockholm, for a report 
upon the skins obtained by Dr. Théel in the valley of the Yen- 
e-say’ in 1876. The latter gentleman conducted a scientific 
expedition which went overland to Siberia, intending to meet 
Professor Nordenskiöld at the mouth of the great river. 
Dr. Théel was able to reach lat. 70°; but his ornithological 
booty, owing to the fact that it was principally obtained south 
of the Arctic circle, contains many species which I did not 
meet with. He has kindly allowed me to make use of the 
report of Mr. Meves to supplement my contributions to the 
ornithology of the valley of the Yen-e-say’. 


PaNDION HALIAETUS (Linn.). 
Dr. Théel observed the Osprey fishing in the Yen-e-say’ 
in lat. 594° and 61°. 


Fatco #sALon, Gmel. 

When I was in the valley of the Yen-e-say’ I more than 
once felt almost sure that I recognized the Merlin; but as I 
did not succeed in obtaining a specimen, it was not included 
in my first list. I have now the skin of a male in my col- 
lection, obtained by Mr. Kibort near Kras-no-yarsk’. Dr. 
Théel observed it frequently about lat. 70°, and obtained a 
young bird in lat. 703°. 

TINNUNCULUS VESPERTINUS (Linn.). 

Mr. Kibort has sent me three skins of the Orange-legged 
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Hobby from Kras-no-yarsk’. They are of the European form, 
and not of that obtained by Radde on the Amoor. 


ASTUR PALUMBARIUS (Linn.). 
Mr. Kibort has sent me a female Goshawk from Kras- 
no-yarsk’. 


CIRCUS cINERACEUs (Mont.). 
Mr. Kibort has sent me an adult male of Montagu’s Har- 
rier from Kras-no-yarsk’. 


SURNIA ULULA (Linn.). 

Mr. Kibort has sent me a skin of a Hawk-Owl from Kras- 
no-yarsk’. Dr. Théel informs me that he met with this 
species at Luscinova, in lat. 684°. 


NYCTALA TENGMALMI (Gmel.). 
Mr. Kibort has sent me a skin of this Owl from Kras- 
no-yarsk’. 


SyRNIUM URALENSE (Pall.). 

Mr. Kibort has sent me a fine male of the Ural Owl from 
Kras-no-yarsk’. We might naturally have supposed that 
it would be intermediate in colour between the European 
bird and the Japanese subspecies fuscescens, Temm. On the 
contrary, it differs quite as much from the European bird, 
but in the opposite direction—the white parts being very 
white, and the dark parts being very dark and grey, not 
brown. <A careful examination of the skins in the British 
Museum and in Dresser’s and my own collections leads me 
to the opinion that there is nothing in regard either of size 
or colour that can entitle the Japanese bird to claim rank 
even as a subspecies. 


ASIO ACCIPITRINUS (Pall.). 

When I was in the valley of the Yen-e-say’ I failed to 
secure a specimen of the Short-eared Owl. Mr. Kibort has 
now sent me two skins obtained near Kras-no-yarsk’. 


Upupa Epors, Linn. 
Dr. Théel was told, on good authority, that the Hoopoe is 
occasionally seen near Kras-no-yarsk’. 


Mr. H. Seebohm on the Ornithology of Siberia. 181 


Picus masor, Linn. 
Dr. Théel found this species breeding near Yen-e-saisk’, 
and met with it as far north as lat. 60°. 


Gecinus canus (Gmel.). 
Dr. Théel was told, on good authority, that a Green Wood- 
pecker was found near Kras-no-yarsk’. 


Picus rrera, Pall. 

Mr. Kibort has sent me a skin of this species from Kras- 
no-yarsk’. Dr. Thécl informs me that he saw the Lesser 
Spotted Woodpecker near where the Nish’-ni Tun-goosk’ 
joins the Yen-e-say’, in lat. 66°. The whole of the under- 
parts are unspotted silky white, with the exception of the 
under tail-coverts, which are slightly streaked with black. 
The outside tail-feathers have two rudimentary cross bars. 
The transverse bars on the back and rump are also nearly 
obsolete. The wing measures 3°75 inches, and the tail 2°5. 
This species is the Picus kamtschatkensis of Cabanis, Bona- 
‘parte, Sundevall, and Malherbe. I have shot it at Arch- 
angel and in the valley of the Petchora; and besides the skins 
from Kras-no-yarsk’, I have seen skins from Lake Baical and 
the Amoor, and have in my collection examples from the 
islands of Sakhalin and Yezzo, north of Japan. Compared 
with the South-European form, it is an excellent species. Spe- 
cimens from Norway and Sweden are somewhat intermediate, 
being as large as the Siberian form, but in the colour and 
markings of the back and underparts scarcely differing from 
the South-European form. 


Picus Martius, Linn. 

Dr. Théel was informed on good authority that the Black 
Woodpecker is occasionally seen near Kras-no-yarsk’. He 
met with it himself in lat. 59°. 


Tynx TORQUILLA, Linn. 

Dr. Théel was informed on good authority that the Wry- 
neck is occasionally seen near Kras-no-yarsk’. He met with 
it himself in lat. 594°. 
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STURNUS VULGARIS, Linn. 

Mr. Kibort sent me three skins of the Kras-no-yarsk’ Star- 
ling. In the P. Z. S. 1878, p. 712, Dr. Finsch has described 
a new species of Starling from the Chinese High Altai as 
Sturnus poltaratskyi, and has incorrectly identified the skin I 
brought from the Yen-e-say’ with it. He appears to be right 
in advocating the distinctness of S. humi, Gould (fig. nec 
descript.), from S. nitens, Hume, which latter species was sub- 
sequently renamed (on the ground that the name S. nitens 
had previously been applied to the Common Starling by 
Brehm) S. ambiguus, Hume, and S. humiz, Brooks.’ Finsch, 
however, is wrong in identifying his species with S. humit, 
Gould. After carefully examining all the skins in the British 
Museum and in Dresser’s and my own collections, I have 
come to the following conclusions :— 

Sturnus purpurascens, Gould, may at once be recognized 
by its bronze-purple scapulars and wing-coverts, which in the 
other species are green. The forehead and ear-coverts appear 
also to be always bronze-purple. The fore neck is always? 
green, and the breast and belly purple, shading into bronze 
on the flanks. The remaining parts appear to be subject to 
variation. The crown, nape, and throat are usually mingled 
bronze and green, occasionally pure bronze, and occasionally 
pure green. The upper parts, from the hind neck downwards, 
are purple in some skins from Eastern Asia Minor, which 
may be taken as the extreme form. In others, however, from 
the same locality, and from the Altai mountains and North 
Persia, these parts are green, in which plumage they are the 
S. poltaratskyi of Finsch. In the same localities, however, 
in Asia Minor, in Yarkand, and in North-west India, every 
intermediate form occurs; so that the probability is that the 
difference is due to age or individual variation. Gould’s type 
is one of these intermediate forms. 

Sturnus vulgaris, Linn., may at once be recognized by its 
green scapulars and wing-coverts. The ear-coverts appear 
also to be always green. The fore neck is always a reddish 
purple, and the breast and belly green, shading mto bluish 
purple on the flanks. The crown, nape, and throat are sub- 
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ject to the same variations as in the preceding species. The 
upper parts, from the hind neck downwards, are entirely green 
in skins from Beluchistan, South Persia, Behar, and from 
Europe to India; but usually the upper back is more or less 
reddish purple in skins from Europe, and Asia Minor ; and in 
some European skins the upper parts, from the hind neck 
downwards, are entirely reddish purple. In this case the 
intermediate forms are S. vulgaris, Linn.; the green form is 
S. humii, Gould nec Brooks, and consequently nameless, 
whilst the reddish-purple form is fortunate enough to have 
hitherto escaped the infliction of a name. In this case, as 
in that of S. purpurascens, Gould, since differences of geo- 
graphical distribution do not coincide with differences of 
plumage, we may fairly refer the latter to age or individual 
variation. In the Faroe Islands a form occurs with a longer 
bill than usual (S. faroensis, Feilden), which may be worthy 
of record as a subspecies. A slightly smaller form from the 
Azores is worthy of honourable mention, but scarcely of the 
bronze medal of subspecific rank. 

Sturnus indicus, Hodgs., appears to me to be a fair species. 
I take it to be Sturnus unicolor, Marmora, apud Jerdon, S. 
miens, Hume nec Brehm, S. ambiguus, Hume, S. humii, 
Brooks, S. humii, Gould, letterpress nec figure, and S. minor, 
Hume. It is found in Scinde, Cashmere, and Nepal. It 
appears to be a small race of S. vulgaris, Linn., having 
the general colour of that bird, and subject to nearly 
the same variations. The length of wing measures from 
4°3 inches to 4°75. The lower back and rump are often 
green; but I have not yet met with a skin in which the 
upper back was green. The flanks, however, appear to be 
always green, whereas they seem to be always purple in the 
common species. 

The breast appears also to be always purple, whilst in S. 
vulgaris the purple does not extend below the lower throat. 
I take it to be a good species. 


ORIOLUS GALBULA, Linn. 


Mr. Kibort has sent me a male of this species from Kras- 
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no-yarsk’, the most easterly locality hitherto recorded of the 
Golden Oriole. l 


LANIUS HOMEYERI, Cab. 

Great differences of opinion appear to exist as to the number 
of species into which the Grey Shrikes ought to be divided. 
Dresser and Sharpe, in their “ Notes on Lanius excubitor 
and its Allies” (P. Z.S. 1870, p. 590), recognized two Si- 
berian species. Two skins from the Amoor, fortunately still 
in the Swinhoe collection, were identified by these ornitho- 
logists as adult and immature of Lanius lahtora (Sykes). 
The adult bird is stated to be “ absolutely similar in every 
respect” (the italics are not mine) to examples of old L. 
lahtora from the Punjab. The second Siberian species was 
identified doubtfully, from Pallas’s description of L. major, 
with the American L. borealis, Vieill. I think Dresser and 
Sharpe were wrong in both their facts, but right in at least 
one of their conclusions. The adult bird of the first species, 
so far from being absolutely similar in every respect to L. 
lahtora, differs from that species in having the general colour 
of the upper parts considerably paler, and in wanting the 
narrow black frontal line at the base of the bill. The im- 
mature bird is what is generally recognized as L. major, Pall., 
which these writers professed never to have seen. 

In the ‘ Journal für Ornithologie’ (1873, p. 75) the sub- 
ject is handled by Cabanis with that minute attention to 
details so characteristic of the German mind, and two new 
species are described, L. homeyert and L. sphenocercus. In 
addition L. major, Pall., is recognized as a Siberian bird. 

We may at once dismiss L. meridionalis, Temm., and L. 
algeriensis, Less., as western forms, which have nothing to 
do with Siberia. L. lahtora, Sykes, seems to me to have no 
better claim to be considered a Siberian bird. In the allied 
species black hairs, apparently an extension of the rictal 
bristles, are found on the forehead at the base of the bill; but 
in L. lahtora, Sykes, more or less black feathers are found there 
in addition, causing it. to approach in this respect L. excubito- 
roides, Swains., where these black feathers are still more 
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developed. L. lahtora, Sykes, is probably entirely confined 
to India, where it breeds—though L. leucopygius, Hempr. apud 
Severtz., from Turkestan, may prove to be this species. The 
skin from the Amoor in the Swinhoe collection, which Sharpe 
and Dresser incorrectly identified with L. lahtora, Sykes, 
appears to me to be L. homeyeri, Cab., originally described 
(loc. cit.) from South Russia. Hence it passes castwards 
through Turkestan, where it has been described by Severtzoff as 
L. leucopterus (Ibis, 1876, p. 184), to Central Siberia, whence 
Mr. Kibort has sent me two skins obtained by him at Kras- 
no-yarsk’ on the 18th of May and the 12th of August. East- 
wards it appears to be found near Lake Baical (Tacz. Journ. 
f. Orn. 1874, p. 322) and onthe Amoor. In this species, as in 
L. lahtora, Sykes, the secondaries are not only tipped with 
white, but are always white on the basal half of both webs, 
and some of them are always white on the entire inside web. 
A third species having this peculiarity appears to be L. deal- 
batus, Defil., from Algeria, Tunis, and Sennaar (fide skins in 
the British Museum). This species appears to be interme- 
diate in the colour of the upper parts between L. lahtora, 
` Sykes, and L. homeyeri, Cab., differing also from the former 
in wanting the narrow black frontal line of feathers, and 
from the latter in its smaller size and distinct geographical 
range. 


Lantus masor, Pall. 

My immature bird from the Amoor is undistinguishable 
from L. borealis, Vicill.; but I have scen an almost complete 
series from it to L. excubitor, Linn. That the amount of 
white at the base of both webs of the secondaries is not a 
question of age, appears to me to be sufficiently proved by 
the skin of a nestling from Baden in Dresser’s collection, in 
which the white on the secondaries is as much developed as 
in typical skins of fully adult L. excubitor, Linn. The only 
explanation that I can suggest is that L. excubitor, Linn., is 
the western form, which in Europe may be said to be almost 
pure-bred. Ix Asia it would appear to interbreed along the 
whole line with L. borealis, Vieill., which becomes the pre- 
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vailing form in East Siberia. In America probably only 
pure-bred L. borealis, Vieill., occurs ; whilst in Asia pure- 
bred birds of both species, and every possible cross and inter- 
cross between them, are to be found. 

Another species allied to L. excubitor, Linn., appears to 
be L. fallax, Finsch, differing in being somewhat smaller in 
size, darker in the colour of the upper parts, and in having 
the white on the primaries and sccondaries more developed 
but nevertheless not extending over the entire inside webs of 
any of the secondaries. Dresser and Sharpe apparently in- 
clude this species in their L. lahtora, Sykes ; but it does not 
seem to possess the narrow black frontal line. From skins 
in the British Museum and in Dresser’s collection I conclude 
the geographical range of L. fallax, Finsch, to be Abyssinia, 
Nubia, Egypt, Palestine, Euphrates valley, Baluchistan, and 
the Punjaub, in which latter district it is found in company 
with L. lahtora, Sykes. I strongly suspect. that the “ L. leu- 
copygius, Hempr.” apud Severtz., will also prove to be L. 
fallax, Finsch, since the skin which Finsch brought from the 
Irtish appears to be of the latter species, though larger in size 
than usual. Since the geographical ranges of all the Grey — 
Shrikes more or less overlap each other, I should not be sur- 
prised to learn that in many cases where two forms inhabit 
the same district they habitually interbreed. In that case 
one of the forms thus interbreeding would have to be de- 
graded to the rank of a subspecies; but until intermediate 
forms are found, we must, I think, consider them as closely 
allied but distinct species, and not lump three or four of them 
together, as Sharpe and Dresser appear to me to have done. 


LANIUS SPHENOCERCUS, Cab. 

This Shrike is fairly figured in David and Oustalet’s ‘Oiseaux 
de la Chine, plate 76. It appears to breed in Eastern Siberia 
(Tacz. Journ. f. Orn. 1876, p. 198), to pass through Mongolia 
onmigration (Prjev. Rowl. Orn. Mise. ii. p. 278) ,and to winter 
in China (David et Oustal. Ois. Chine, p. 93). 


LANIUS CRISTATUS, Linn. 
Mr. Kibort has sent me three skins of the adult and two 
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skins in the immature plumage of this species. Dr. Theél 
obtained eggs of this bird. I take it to be the L. phanicurus 
of Pallas, and the L. superciliosus of Latham. 


GARRULUS BRANDTI, Eversm. | 

This very handsome and rare Jay appears to be very com- 
mon in the neighbourhood of Kras-no-yarsk’. Mr. Kibort 
has sent me numerous skins. 


PERISOREUS INFAUSTUS (Linn.). 

Mr. Kibort has sent me two skins of the Siberian Jay from 
Kras-no-yarsk’. Dr. Theél informs me that he met with this 
species at various stations on the Yen-e-say’ up to the Arctic 
circle. | 


Uracus sipreicus (Linn.). 

Mr. Kibort has sent me three skins of this brilliantly 
plumaged bird from the neighbourhood of Kras-no-yarsk’. 
Dr. Theél obtained it at Yen-e-saisk’. 


CARDUELIS ORIENTALIS, Eversm. 
Mr. Kibort has sent me a fine male of this species from 
Kras-no-yarsk’. 


CoccoTHRAUSTES VULGARIS, Pall. 

Mr. Kibort has sent me two skins of the Hawfinch from 
Kras-no-yarsk’. They agree exactly with others from Asia 
Minor and Japan. 


Loxta curvirostra, Linn. 
Mr. Kibort has sent me two skins of the common Crossbill 
from Kras-no-yarsk’. 


Loxia srrascrata, Brehm. 
Dr. Theél informs me that he met with small parties of 
this species between Kras-no-yarsk’ and Yen-e-saisk’. 


FRINGILLA MONTIFRINGILLA, Linn. 
Dr. Theél informed me that he saw two examples of this 
species in lat. 59° on the 26th of June. 


Passer montanus (Linn.). 
Dr. Theéi informed me that he saw the Tree-Sparrow as 
far north as lat. 60°. 
02 
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EMBERIZA SPODOCEPHALA, Pall. 

Mr. Kibort has sent mea skin of this species from the 
neighbourhood of Kras-no-yarsk’. Dr. Theél also obtained it 
there and at Asinova, in lat. 61°. 


EMBERIZA AUREOLA, Pall. 

Mr. Kibort has sent me the nest and eggs of this species 
from Kras-no-yarsk'. 

EMBERIZA PUSILLA, Pall. 


Dr. Theél obtained this species in lat. 65° on the 13th of 
July. 


EMBERIZA CIOIDES, Brandt. 

I have received seventeen skins of this handsome Bunting 
in autumn plumage, and two skins in breeding-plumage, 
from Kras-no-yarsk’. In both plumages the ear-coverts are 
deep reddish brown, instead of black as in its Japanese ally, 
E. ciopsis, Bp. All the skins of E. ciopsis, Bp., from Japan 
which I have seen in collections in this country have black 
ear-coverts ; but in the Leyden museum both species are 
labelled as coming from Japan. 


ALAUDA ARVENSIS, Linn. 

Mr. Kibort has sent me several skins of the Sky-Lark 
from the neighbourhood of Kras-no-yarsk’. They all appear 
to be identical with our European species, and differ from 
the Japanese form in being paler on the upper parts. 

ALAUDA PISPOLETTA, Pall. 

Mr. Kibort has sent me a skin of this species from Kras- 
no-yarsk’. 

ANTHUS CERVINUS, Pall. 

This species was first met with by Dr. Theél on the 25th of 
July in lat. 69°, which is probably the southern limit of its 
range in the breeding-season. 

ANTHUS TRIVIALIS (Linn.). 

Dr. Theél found this species as far north as lat. 69°. 


ANTHUS GODLEWSKII (Tacz.), Bull. Soc. Zool. France 1876, 
p. 158. 
Mr. Kibort has sent me two skins, obtained near Kras-no- 
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yarsk', which appear to be the same form as Taczanowski’s 
new species obtained by Dr. Dybowsky near Lake Baical and 
by Prjevalsky in Alaschan, in Chinese Mongolia. This 
specics seems to me to be a good one. It is nearly allied to 
A. campestris, but is decidedly smaller and darker in colour 
on the upper parts. 


ANTHUS MACULATUS, Hodgs. 

Mr. Kibort has sent me a skin of this Pipit, which differs 
from the Tree-Pipit in being much greener on the upper 
parts and somewhat more spotted on the underparts. 


MOTACILLA FLAVA, Linn. 
I am unable to distinguish skins of this species obtained at 
Kras-no-yarsk’ from skins collected in Holland. 


MOTACILLA personata, Gould. 

Dr. Theél informed me that he did not see this Wagtail 
further north than lat. 59°. A few versts further north its 
place was taken by M. alba. 


MOTACILLA MELANOPE, Pall. 

Dr. Theél informed me that he found this species breeding 
in lat. 59°. 

MOTACILLA CITREOLA, Pall. 

Dr. Theél informed me that he first met with this species 
in lat. 65°, on the llth of July, where it was doubtless 
breeding at or near its southern limit in summer., 


AMPELIS GARRULA, Linn. 

I did not succeed in shooting a specimen of the Waxwing 
in the valley of the Yen-c-say’; but Mr. Kibort has sent me 
three skins from Kras-no-yarsk', and Dr. Theél informs me 
that he found this species common in several localities. 


Parus cyanus, Pall. 

I have received three skins of this bird from Kras-no- 
yarsk’. 

AcREDULA CAUDATA (Linn.). 


The Long-tailed Tit appears to be common in the neigh- 
bourhood of Kras-no-yarsk’, Mr. Kibort has sent me 
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eight skins. The Siberian form is very beautiful, and almost 
entitled to rank as a subspecies. The entire head and neck 
are pure white. The whole of the inside webs of the innermost 
secondaries are also pure white. In the British and Central- 
European forms the white on the wing*is much less developed ; 
but intermediate forms are not uncommon in North Europe. 
Dr. Theél informs me that he saw this species as far north 
as lat. 59°. 


CINCLUS LEUCOGASTER, Bonap. 

Bonaparte, in his ‘Conspectus’ (i. p. 252), ascribes this 
name to Eversmann; but I have been unable to find a 
reference to any publication of the name earlier than that of 
Bonaparte. Mr. Kibort has sent me two skins of a Dipper 
from the neighbourhood of Kras-no-yarsk’, which I presume 
must belong to this species. Both are males; and both were 
shot on the same day, the 17th of November. The head 
and nape are sooty brown, much darker than in C. albicollis, 
and not so rufous as in C. aquaticus. The underparts of one 
skin agree with those of C. melanogaster ; but in the other 
the white on the breast extends further down, and instead of 
being sharply divided from the sooty black of the belly it 
gradually shades into it, passing through the various shades 
of greyish brown. The genus Cinclus presents many dif- 
ficulties. Dresser, in his ‘ Birds of Europe,’ adds little 
or nothing to the facts collected by Salvin in ‘The Ibis’ 
of 1867, p. 109 et seg. I fail to be able to draw the 
distinction which Salvin does between local races and re- 
presentative species. If he were to examine the additional 
material which has come to hand since his article was 
written, I think he would agree with me that his local races 
are those of which he possessed a large series, whilst of his 
representative species he was only able to obtain access to one 
or two skins. So far as I can see, there is only one species of 
Palzarctic White-throated Dipper, of which the typical form 
inhabits Central and Southern Siberia, North India, Tur- 
kestan, Persia, and Asia Minor, and will probably stand as 
C. cashmiriensis, Gould. In Kast Siberia every intermediate 
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form occurs between this and C. leucogaster, Bonap., the 
extreme type of which has the underparts white throughout. 
In Europe three subspecies have apparently established them- 
selves :—C. melanogaster, Brehm, in the north, in which 
the dark parts are intensified in colour and a shade of rufous 
is observable on the head and nape; C. aquaticus, Bechst, in 
Central Europe, in which the rufous shade appears on 
the belly also; and C. albicollis, Vieill., in Southern Europe, 
in which the head and nape are paler brown than in the typical 
species. 


TuRpDUus opscurus, Gmel. 
Dr. Theé! informed me that he obtained a specimen of this 
Thrush as far north as lat. 68°. 


Turpus sipiricus, Pall. 

Dr. Theél informed me that the great breeding-place of 
this beautiful and rare Thrush is in the neighbourhood of 
Toor-o-kansk’, about lat. 66°. He did not observe it further 
north than E-gar’-ka, in lat. 67°. 


Turpus Musicus, Linn. 

Mr. Kibort has sent me both adult and young in first 
plumage of the Song-Thrush. From the presence of the 
latter we may, I think, safely infer that this bird breeds near 
Kras-no-yarsk’. I am not aware of any instance on record 
of any Thrush migrating before moulting. 


RUTICILLA PHENIcURvS (Linn.). 

Mr. Kibort has sent me a skin of the Common Redstart 
from the neighbourhood of Kras-no-yarsk'—a male in 
breeding-plumage; so that no doubt can now attach to the 
easterly range of this species. 


CyANECULA suEcIcA (Linn.). 

Mr. Kibort has sent me a skin of this species, from Kras- 
no-yarsk’, in the spotted plumage of the young before 
migration, whence I conclude that the Bluethroat occa- 
sionally breeds as far south as lat. 56°. 
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SAXICOLA ISABELLINA, Rüpp. 
Mr. Kibort has sent me two skins of this Chat from Kras- 
no-yarsk', 


MUSCICAPA GRISOLA, Linn. 
Mr. Kibort has sent me four skins of the Spotted Fly- 
catcher obtained near Kras-no-yarsk’. 


MUSCICAPA PARVA, Bechst. 
Dr. Theél obtained a female of this species in lat. 613°. 


ALSEONAX LATIROSTRIS (Rafil.). 
Mr. Kibort has sent me three skins of this Flycatcher 
from Kras-no-yarsk’. 


ARUNDINAX AEDON (Pall.). 
Mr. Kibort has sent me three skins, from the neighbour- 
hood of Kras-no-yarsk’, of this interesting bird. 


Hyrorars catieata (Eversm.). 

Mr. Kibort has sent me three skins of this species from 
Kras-no-yarsk’. I think there can be little doubt that this 
bird is the Motacilla salicaria ot Pallas. Dr. Theél obtained 
a specimen in lat. 61°. 


PuyLLoscorus Fuscatus, Blyth. 
Dr. Theél found this species as far north as lat. 59°. 


PuyLLoscorus TROCHILUS (Linn.). 

The name of this species does not occur in the list of skins, 
identified by Mr. Meves, obtained on the Swedish expedition. 
I found it plentiful in the valley of the Yen-e-say’. 


LocustTELLA CERTHIOLA (Pall.). 
Dr. Theél obtained an adult bird of this species in lat. 62°. 


ACROCEPHALUS DUMETORUM, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xvii. p. 815. 

Mr. Kibort has sent me several skins of this bird from 
Kras-no-yarsk’. Dr. Theél describes it as common between 
that town and Yen-e-saisk’. He found it breeding in 
lat. 59°, and obtained a nest with two eggs. Mr. Meves 
describes the eggs as similar to those of Locustella nevia, 
having a pale rust-red ground-colour, with many greyish-red 
spots. 
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Cypsexus arus (Linn.). 

Dr. Theél informs me that he observed the Swift abundant 
at Kras-no-yarsk’ and Yen-e-saisk’. He afterwards observed 
it in lat. 60°, and again in lat. 654°. 


CAPRIMULGUS EUROP#US, Linn. 

Mr. Kibort has sent me the skin of a female Goatsucker 
from Kras-no-yarsk’. Dr. 'Theél recognized its peculiar note 
in lat. 59°. 


ALCEDO ISPIDA, Linn. 
Dr. Theél informs me that he saw a Kingfisher near Kras- 
no-yarsk’. 


COLUMBA PALUMBUs, Linn. 
Dr. Theél was informed on good authority that the Ring- 
Dove occasionally occurs near Kras-no-yarsk’. 


CotumBa «nas, Linn. 

Dr. Theél was informed that the Stock-Dove is occasionally 
found near Kras-no-yarsk’. He saw a bird which he took to 
be this species at Nasimova, in lat. 594°. 


COTURNIX COMMUNIS, Bonnat. 

Mr. Kibort has sent me a skin of the common Quail from 
Kras-no-yarsk'; and Dr. Theél heard its unmistakable note 
in lat. 61°. 


STREPSILAS INTERPRES, Linn. 
Dr. Theél observed this species in lat. 704°. 


AEGIALITES CURONICA (Gmel.). 
Dr. Theél found this species breeding at Yen-e-saisk’, and 
observed it as far north as lat. 604°. 


Crex PRATENSIS, Bechst. 
Dr. Theél observed the Corn-crake at Kras-no-yarsk’ and 
as far north as lat. 593°. 


Toranus Fuscus (Linn.). 
Dr. Theél observed this species about lat. 69°, and obtained 


a young bird. 
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CALIDRIS ARENARIA (Linn.). 
Numerous flocks of this species were seen by the Swedish 
Expedition of 1875 at the mouth of the Yen-e-say'. 


TRINGA TEMMINCKI, Leisl. 

This species was first met with by Dr. Theél on the 22nd 
of July, in lat. 654°, which probably represents the southern 
limit of its breeding-range. 


ANAS BoscHas, Linn. 
Dr. Theél observed the Mallard up to lat. 60°. 


Funieuca cristata (Leach). 
Dr. Theél shot a Tufted Duck in lat. 68°. 


(Eipemra Fusca (Linn.). 
Dr. Theél observed the Velvet Scoter in lat. 69° and 694°. 


STERNA LONGIPENNIS, Nordm. 
Dr. Theél obtained a Tern in lat. 63°, which Mr. Meves 
has identified as belonging to this species. 


In my first paper on the ornithology of Siberia, I fear that 
I scarcely did justice to Prjevalsky. It appears that I was 
misinformed as to the scientific knowledge of ornithology 
possessed by this great traveller. His fame as an explorer of 
almost unknown districts of Central Asia, however, is so 
great that it almost obscures the fact that he has added very 
largely to our knowledge of the ornithology of that interesting 
region. | 

I may also take this opportunity of expressing my pro- 
found regret at the untimely death of my friend, Valerian 
von Russow. He had been engaged for some months in an 
ornithological expedition in Turkestan. Just before his 
return home I had a letter from him, dated Samarcand, 
telling me of his success; the next intelligence I received 
was that he had died of smallpox within a week of his arrival 
in St. Petersburg. In Russow ornithology has lost an 
enthusiastic field-naturalist, who was rapidly acquiring the 
scientific knowledge of birds which can only be attained 
where large series of skins are available for comparison. 
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His position in the St.-Petersburg Museum is now filled 
by Modeste Bogdanow, who has lately published a work 
on the Birds of the Caucasus, and whose recently issued 
article on the Birds of the Black-earth Zone of the Volga 
and its Central and Lower valleys contains some exccllent 
field-notes. 


XVI.—Notes on a ‘ Catalogue of the Accipitres in the British 
Museum’ by R. Bowdler Sharpe (1874). By J. H. 
GURNEY. 

[Continued from ‘The Ibis,’ 1879, p. 470.] 


From the genus Henicopernis, which I last considered, the 
transition is easy to that of Pernis, to which I now propose 
to refer, and, in doing so, to allude first to the only European 
species of the genus, P. apivorus. 

Mr. Sharpe does not mention the Asiatic range of this 
species, and refers but briefly to the southern limits of its 
winter migration, which extend to the African continent and 
have even been known to reach (though very rarely) South 
Africa and Madagascar. 

So far as I know, but one instance (that of a specimen in 
the British Museum) is recorded of the occurrence of Pernis 
apivorus in Madagascar, and but three of its appearance in 
South Africa: one of these birds was obtained by Le Vail- 
lant, and described by him under the name of “ Le Tachard ” 
in the ‘ Oiseaux d’Afrique, vol. i. p. 82; and the other two 
occurred in Natal, as recorded in ‘ The Ibis’ for 1859, p. 240, 
and for 1860, p. 204*. 

Several more northerly African localities where Pernis 
apivorus has been met with as a winter migrant are men- 
tioned in the article on this species in Mr. Dresser’s ‘ Birds 
of Europe,’ where many details are also given as to its Euro- 
pean habitats, and some relating to its Asiatic range ; but that 
article does not refer to its occurrence in Siberia (where it is 


* One of these Natal specimens is preserved in the Norwich Museum ; 
the other I have unfortunately lost sight of, 


